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~UBn1ta S. D111ey -Pocahop t ss" Countz, 

June 11 . 1 940 

2hspt£r 5 Section 1-a -
TILIE DEVOTED TO RELIGIOn 

The belief of the older peoPle l
' WSs thst , "prayer and peo't1nde 

hjnderel no Tllan;' and eo time Was always found i'or preyer , as 

well l Bs i'or breakfast and SUpper. ~'he reading of the Bible . 

and a season' of madi tation aud preyer before breakfast 1'JB S !! 

habit very characteristic of the SCotCh-Irish Bnd 1"86 SOme _ 

thing whi <.:h was nev~r omitted in so many of the P ioneer bomes. 

Alexender Waddell of ScotCh-Irish descent and one of 

the earliest settlers in the neighborhood of lmrv!n Chapel 

WeS 8 fervent l y pious person . It was his illtense de Sire to 

live-one hundred year-s . nnd he made h ie deSire for longev1 ty 

B rna ter of special-prayer . He died at the age of one hundred 

and t.'o year s t thus _rce! ving a full measure a nd more . The 

history of his l ife shows he paid go od attention to Bible 

reading where it is written in the thirty - fourth Psa lm: "',/hat 
, 

man 1s he t ha t desireth life and loveth man) de~lc tbat he msy 

see good? Keep thy t ongue from evil end thy lips from speaking 

guile;depart from evi l and do good; Beek peace and pursue it . " 

This Psalm was a great favorite with our pious pioneer people 

to gi "'e them consolation in their time of troub,~e end d16tree~ . 
Joseph Hannah was a perROn at improeei~e personal 

appearance . Hie memor y was remarkably retentive, and hie 

conversatolna l jlo·,e r s SOI:Iett.1D8 wonderful. Be had com::l t~d 
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to memory .i t i s b e lieved by Borne , th& great ee portion of the 

Bible for he CQuld Tecite tho Scriptures for houre 6t a time. 

hDvi ng special refe rence for the hi storical narratives of the 

pa tri archs a nd tbe wanderings of t he I srae li tes and tbe 

Pro:nised Land under J oshua • .-:fa saw in these hi storice l narret -

1"'05 illustra t ion s of the life now to be lived by Christian 

peop l e . It was Olle of the g rentest p l easure s of his old ege to 

repe a t these na rratives in the presence pf his neighl)ors . 

Mr . Price s a ys, " The las t time I ever saw Mr, Hen...l1sh , we viera 

spend i n g: the ni gh t e.t Sampson Oahel tree I s in the win ter of 164.<1 

The two old men we r"e in busy cOllTer sati on until a l a te hour , 

and mos t of the talk was about the children of I s r ael end the 

de .s. l i ugs of God . The fi re was getting l ow. the coudle \, les about 

burned out, when Mother Ocheltree observed it was about time .. ~. to ~t r eady for bed . ~t t his sugges ti on- Mr. Halmah arose and 

i n a l'er y sof t, s ol _B_II); Ullle repeated and then sang a hynm . lie 

then~,elt in pr aye r and poured out his f ull heort in humbl e , 

trusting pra:;er, in the t on e and manne r of a loving child to 

a l: d I -h" ' in Blld..:more oving lat er. 
(llr . Hannah 11 ved on ,l!;lk find is the same Joseph 
1l,umah who l eaped the gUlly , • distance cf 42 
f eet referred to in a pr evious report) 

1~ . and Mrs . John Sharp, the pi oneera , were pioua , 

indus tri ous people . l!rs . Sharp was qu1et in all her .als, Terl 

diligent in her duties, and pstiently cet and endured the 

tOils and inconveniences of living in the woods . Soma of the 

first rel1gious meetings ever held in the Tic1nitl of Proat 

Were at their home . 



Dov:ld G:lbson of -C:l k \\' tab , r:; :llluuBt.riouD Lnd handed dov'n 

to h i S ohi~droll hnb :l ts o:f t.h r:11"t thct l>roucht them prosperi til. 

tUS home \\85 alw8YS op en t o the strause r t.hat might. come e..long 

His oonfide n ces were some times abus ed ond imposition practiced 

upou hiro , but tha t made n o di:fference with his :reotnent of 

others . For years his home was at the service of the preachers 

snd thus most of the preaching on upper Elk was at hi~ bouse . 

Marys (.,'hapel v'as named for his Wife Mary Sharp Gibson. 

It was a greet undertaking to locate in the unbroken forest 

Bnd build up a home and rear the fc:mily these worthy 

paopaa succeeded so-well in doing . All such should be remember 

ed and their services gratefully appreciated , cud the story of 

their lives told for the enstruction B~d encourece ent of the . -
generations following. 11"'he righteous, the hOllest and ind.ust 

rious shoul d be held in lasting re~e~bEnnce. 
e . 

Daniel ~err of the upper part of the county was a 

sincere ly pious person . and the close of his life 'f'as Tery 

touching . He had assembled his fa~ily for domeetio ~orship. 

Upon ~tnish ing the Sori}tu:'e leecon he knelt for fanily 

pra:1er, and for a l ong interval he was silent . Upon going ,to h 

him in t hat. posi tion he was found to be speechless and belp-

l ess . Much of the time after this he appeared to take ,'ery 

little notice of wha t f/as going on, and see:ned. unable to 

reco~nize friends . One day there "'6.S n flean of iutelljrence 

and he uttered tbese ",ords: "Farewell to 611," lind then lap

sed into eilence end not l ong the,-.after died so gently he 

bad been dead SODe minutes tef~re the :foct ,·'as rcal1:<:ed. 



J01Ul Wohb is a chHTac t e r t;bout \'/hoo 1 t n,l, bo Bc. Id, he V~E:S 

w1 t.hou t ;father or mo th e r ae for as fl..'11' biographIcal purpose 

0011 be served. Bis Irish brogue, hie habit of sLylng not 

:foolic.h things and never doing an~thing very nisely , tended to 

cobor e te wha t he always e verred---thet he v'as of Irish n5.t I\""lt~# 

He had the papers shol"ing that he res en honorably discharged 

soldier of the RETolution , and as a pensioner received;;96. a 

year. rio \": be !rver c e me to Pocahon tas i s not J:noYm , bu.t it is 

suppos ed t hli t be came because of Borne persons from the (;ounty 

who served in tbe rar when he did. Tbough he exposed his life 

for indepeudence be Bever owned lend and ne~er married . Yet 

he wanted a home of hi s own . therefore re ceived per~i ssion 

" .. of ~tll11iam lJoore, sou of .Pelll1sylva nie. John Uoore , to use v-ith -

ou t reut 8S much l a nd as he might out for a cabin , garden 

and truck patch . He built up a cozy cabin Rnd opened up two -
or three acres whe re he produced corn , ve g etables snd poultry . 

On this he subsisted , with the assistance of his pension end 

s ucb \\'~be s 56 he could e6.rn in harvesting for the farmers aD 

Knapl'S-Creek . 

In the later years of his life John \'1ebb ":as Tery 

pious ly inclined and was deminstrstive of his religious emo 

tions . He was long remembered as the life of me..ny "good meet -

Ings" at old Mount ~ion , ,f-'rost snd elseT'here . He t'1ould freque-

ntly ~sve.llthejerk6" ,','hich \.'as such a feature in the re'\l,'o l 

services so common at that tlrte . As long 6.6 be It\"' d he v.ol.i.ld 

0 1"".'6 :75 have e spasI:Jodic jerk ae be repeated the "aCion: eTEn • 

' .. ben eskillt1 8 b1eeslng on his C1ecle . This phenocel.on tt.et 

characterjzed the r eligiouc Her\"'icBe 0: mOEt of the deno~ln

r tions of f, hundred years rago has been cfl!lsldE:red by nentf·l 
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oxpcr t s us one of the Cur i OSities 0 '[ the erno ti OJltl l f aoult;v of 

the humaJl r ace . ".some of the people s uob 88 the J..ce r io6n I n "Ur n 

ha ve n O" e r 6 0 ouch BS heard t h e r e i s a Holy Ghos t . 

J ohn r,'ebb re tl6. 1ned in his baohe l or b orne. unti l "i..he TaB 

di snbl e d by the jl1f"ermi ~ie8 of 6d"Vsnco age . Then i t t" '(ls tha t 

H- r t i n Di lley t ook char g e of the ol d t l! 
wa v e s r aD. e bUilt a log 
co bin i n the yar d neBr hi s OWn h ome. ond care d f or hi m until 

the old so l d i er passed on.He we s buried in the Dilley 6elll
e

t e ry .. 

Willia m Edmi s t on and Sam ue l DaVies Poa ge \'",'ere congenial 

f ri en ds and a tt a ched Chri s ti an brethern though of different 

per suas i on s Bn d rather s t renuous in t he ir reSpective doctrinal 

\'i ews . This i ndica ted t ha t t hei r hea rts Were i mbued '''ith a P i o

us fe r"\or t hat got t h e better of their me r e intellectne l no t i o-

n s. Th ey a g r eed to di s agree, and not mar their Chri s t a in 
• 

fe llov'@hi p wi t h vai~gling about their respecti"\e cre eds. 

llr. Ediiii s ton
i 

s pi e ty fI"eS of the hi ghl;t,' emotional . demODstrativ 

t ype and f or yea rs his emotions Beemed to be the first to 

k i nd le end burn with tbe boly fervor that makes reli g ious 

s ervi ce s so interesting to many people . His ChriEtlnn chDrsct_ 

er was above reproach, llnd al l regarded him os sincere. He 

WBB look ed upon as a IrIcster Christia.n , nnd hed it not been 

for the s ome YJhet c ounteracting illfC-ence exerted bl' 1l8theniel 

Kinnison. a Silent calm Israelite indeed in " 'ho~ there 1'''sa no 

gUile, the impresSion might haye been hot no 

to be · a mOdel ChristiBD 'jj thout this ~eal anl 
could expe c t 

fervor •• Such eight have been the lcpreSSion , but yhen the 

characters of llathanie l ~truli8on aod Davies Posre '''ere coneh1.

ered, the i~proSsion prevai l ed that there were different ~8y8 



in wh:l<.!h 

SO the re 
people Could be r ore hourted , ren"'De 

1;.... o.;hriat1ene , end 
woe mutual res~ect and 'C 

genu lle hrls t le.n f e llo1"sbip . 
¥or mony years Mr . Edmiston was '11 

0. P 8~ ~n the ll.E. Churcb , 
and tbe secret of hie influence 

Wlle hie lovely chri stian 
deport~en t . Kinn i son Was also e Pillar 'n the 11 ~ C 

. ~ . hurch, but 
his piety \"88 that developed in calm retre At , the Silent 

shade , tha t Beemed to him , by GOd ' B bounty , made for t hose v'ho 

worshipGod-- so Sui table fo r persona l praye r and pr aise t o the 

unseen th ough eVe r preSent one . 

A predominamt trait in the character of I saiah 

Curry l'Jas his common sense view of profnne 1anfUBg-e . Bis 

remote aDcester s were among the people that SUffered :for their 

religious vie\"'B in the north of Irelaod, and ce.me to Ameri(;8 

s eeking a place t o worship unmolested by civi l and reli: louB 

tyr anny. To star t with, in h1s home training his father and 

mother had him t o notIce tha t in the f en Corr~8ndrnentB cursing 

and sw4aring were ~irbidden a l ong with murder, li centiousness , 

6nd theft . He CQuld Dot bear the idea of being classed ..... lth th 

the murder , the immora l e nd tho dishonest in the 8ieht of Him 

who hBS the p ower Over 11fe and death , ond "ho ia t o d1 epense 

the final rerrar ds and penalties . Bence his speech WBS pure , 

and he deplored profanity in othere . 

About the year 1827, Hobert Bea le settled on Elk . A 

bed of t ansy near the roadside lLarks the ,Place r.":.e re his houFe 

stood. ~'be hOuse was built of he''7n timbers Bnd floored "'1 th 

p l an.k saWD wi th t he whip S8\' b;l hend . Bnd 1" &e (;one1Jer""d en 

eXl.!e l lent building fo ... ~ tbat tlr.:e. He ,"es Ter:,' 8!ler eet:l c (lld 
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ind.ustrious , Dnd " hile he 0\\11ed slo' .•• • 
he t"orl:ed V"i th hi S O'!"'D 

h CUl dS as l a lJorious l" B8 th h bl 
~ e urn est . It WBS believed that be 

contracted hie fatal 1llnes8 at a log 
rolling . Bie '"'ife VIas 

Uary Vance Poage . dBughter of M j B or William Poage of llarliuB 

Bottom . Tbe Sabbath days were costl J Spe nt in prayer oeetings 

end Sunday schoo l services \"i "th the families of Ds"'\ l d GibEon , 

David Hannah and Joseph HarnIsh their near neighbors Bud for 

the mo s t part he ld in his own homs. Ministers of' the gospel m 

made his home a p I ece of preaching . Dr. John llcElhenny . Revs . 

Kerr and Wi lliam G.Campbell. pioneer s of the Presbyterians in 

his re g i on , ofi"i c iated at h i e residence and pleaS&!lt 9 profit

able me etings we re the result. He Was sincerel y and i:ltellig

entl ] pious . Ris ideal of a home s uch as he des i red was to 

have ample pas t ures wi th flocks of s heep and herd s of cattle 

and horses, aud to ~ive removed from 't r.e extrcya~ance end 
• 

a ll~ments of societY- life, have books and papers , and to be 

on pl'eFisant terms with kinlt en d h 'Jne st lleighbors . :aie deeth 

occurred i n 1833 . On en eoinence overlooking hi s home, vhere 

he frequently passed SW1day evenings , in summer, with his v'i fa 

Bnd li tt l e daughter Margaret Eli,obeth (mother of Robert . James 

and GeoEge ll . i';"ffettJ his grave v,a6 made . 

John Jordan, a tailor by trade , settled on ~il16tODa 

Run between Hi llsboro and Locust • He W8S one of the 

ruling elders of the Oak Grove Church . His hOI!le '''SE open to 

Methodists and Presbyterians m1nestere without any apparent 

d.i scriminatio!l , and for ~'eB rB ""OS :Jne of the 1!lE:.in preach! ng IP 

PIsces : OE ~ethodist ministers. He donated the eite of the 

lIethodist "hurch near his residence. ~'h18 ch..roh 1IS8 destroyed 
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by :fj re be:foro tl!e C1 vi l \' .at' . I n it e. t lr.fI , his 1"8S the t:.:')o t 
o! Jcf :Jrtcblo l,..ul1ding of the kind 1 

of that aBe t . He was buried 
n the count in pOfleeD l on 

near t~a rUin. if the Millstone 
Run Church , as it Was call ed Hi 

• B gra~e BeeM~ to rave been 
lIi cely co red for . A neetely 

clu'''-ed f:otone . tbe h andl\'ior k of 
tho late John ~ruffey marks ~r.e 1 

• 1,.. P (lCC \'Ihere 8 good man reE.t& 

In pOp84> 'L1r . J ordan was I' b a res ~ te clBn ~ t JB Enw to the building 
of a church f ~r the o ther Beet . 

Mr. Price ":rites : ::'emuel DiP OV BS cege had b een educ-

ated for the Presbyter i an rninlEtry , but deCllne~he eX6rc ipeE 

of j ts duties through 0. morbid sens e of unv'orthineES I u~!'~ 1. 

nesS fo r assuming dut i es so S8c!"el and r csp'Jl1eltle DS he 

r egarded Uini sterial vo't','s demanded . He 'f: U_B e f l. i thful helper 

in the prayer meetings l ed by his brother George Poage . lhila 

attending Bchool t augh t by Re v. Joseph Brown at the Eri ck 

t:buIOh, I boardedlrrMr. Po age l s family. I fl have beard him in 

se cret praye r in his private room l ong after midni ght . euch 

VJere his de votiona l habit s . It rnottered not bot l cold the 

ni ght migh t be , be would spend houre in t hnt r oan in secret 

je't'Jtl ::ms , and oftenti mes he "'onld come out ":ith his features 

a ll r ad ient with ecssts tic err-ot j on . 

William Poage _::ir . (fathe r of Gbmuel D. Poag. ) Vias .. 

~reBbyterian r~ling elder . bud virtuslly the fo~der of the 

Oak Grove Church . Some of the first oeetlngs conducted by 

P~e styt erian ministers in this region were at his h ouse . 

When the pulpit 'I"lould he vacant yenrs at n tine there \"ould loe 

reli gious m<et i~gs a t hie hooe or tbe hones of hie sone . 

v ho V'e re e180 ruling elder • • Viai tins friende fl,'ol:1 Kentucky 
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lJrou ebt '"'j th them t h o l"OYj ' .n1 

Bpi!'it thnt }H-~d rondered tho oarl:.' Motor;v o;f K;), . eo f 
nnoue . und 1 t bra I:. 

ou t in the LIttle Le"ols in 1 001. Parti e. 
in Auguf!tn 

to see and hear what it 011 
meant'. 

O\,e r 

Church Rev . l /1111em \'/llson 

henrd o~ 1 t , a nd came 

The pastor of the Old ~tone , and tift 
Ben Or twenty :>f the YOWl£, people of hie congre gation , 

ceme OVe r together . They 
i mbued with the spirit of the morr:en t and 

became 

preying as they Went a I di ng The f:f 
~ 'ent be c l: singing end 

~811ey a~ the rode up • e ect up on the pef)ple of the 

The Old Stone 

th e sta te. So 

W&S overWhelming , sud from tbat p oint -_ 

Church-- - - the revival i f l 
nuance V:ent 0.11 0"6r th 

it appears that n grea t ma tter \"'8 S k1ndled by e 

Ii tt l e watch f ire t hat had been l, ind l e d i~ h I 
~ ..... t e old ~ onge 

-
homestead in the Little Levels . 

James RObers VJas a ze a lous end devoted adherent of ~ 

the Methodist Protestant Chur ch. He was one of the first me-

mbers 1"n th e Buckeye community and probably one of the first 
- ~ 

in the c:ounty . His prayers and "inerience t a l ks , ex-perience 
I 

mee tings were very popular in early times,vlera interspread 

with all usions to the parables and quota ti ons of the 

promises . Morn ing worship in his horne was ne'ver ami tted. 

Que of his expressions '''as an allus ion to the grapes of 

Eschol B6 typical of the richness of the promieed land. Bis 

idee. was that God would give his humble pea~ing people hero 

.;hile on the pilgrimage a clus ter 110" end thon froc the hea

venl y yinB so as to ~reBh and encourage them to put forth 

their earnest, faithful efforts to go up and reoeive 

POBsesion of the heavenl. land. 

While not a member of the eh1lJ'oh. W1Ulia 



I\ !l llt alld uQ I1'Vereo t1on oxemplified 1 
a 1 th() v181 11 

Ch~j .... I e tro.1te f 
gen lLt UO J; B .. ian prilH:l,Ple In 1 0 • 6 ro 1 s 1au.s ~oe't.l 

. . ~h ~ 
old twmll n Chupe l Borne years b f e ore h is decease h • e "/(I.e lnT1_ 
ted by the C1SS8 leader, John R.Duffleld • to t es tif :,r vlhe.t 

be thought o f the Chr i s t lol1 religion. Vil111nm lloer e orose 1n 

tha t so l erm and di gnified mllIllJe r of hi h . \'l C he \",'£16 Te t he r r em_ 

arkable , and stated that he had been e preying persoD for 

fifty years . and had conscientiollsly t ri ed t o live with e 

conscience void of offen oe t oward God aud man and • moreover, 

1 t " JBS his hearts deSi r e hereafter to 11 va in all good 

conscience to\"le rd the s ame . 

Mr. Pr1 cs Vlri tea : TIiI, f i rst cottage prayer me et! ng 

I r emembe r was at the h orne of Abrrun Duffield , who came here 

Eoon afte r the Revolut i on o Early one Sabbath in May , my 

parents i t h their four small chi l dren came to the Duffie ld 

hom".,-,tC"o....J."'t ·t end the meeting that h a d been anno\Ulced . No one 

had yet~r-;.ived whe n we ~ached the place . Upon entering the 

porch, voices were heard within as if persona we re engaged 

in r eadi ng or praying. AS we listened it wes f01md that 1 t 

was the venerable Abram Duffi eld reading to hiE iD'fDlid 

wife the accoun t g iven by Saint l4ath ew of our Redeemete 

temp tation in the wilderness . There seemB to have b een mut1al 

r.joicing over the R.d e.m.r ' s victory , and it the benetite ot 

this vi ctory had been for th.se two old people alone , their 
. 

B' tisfecti on could not bave been more real. 'fIben ailanee 

int.rv.ned , "e knocked at t he door and .,.re told to 0" lJh 

Th.re ~.r. the t wo ' ld p.ople and no ona e18. 1n tbe 1'0". 't 
wae not long, ho". ve r, b.fore quite a _lift ..... 1 .. 

the proyer rnce t:ing r.es 
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~ W.W . uttOD ~rlt68 in th P 
If e ocahOnt8~ 

1 9.:5 7: I \VB.B Dot ye t Di ne y 
ear s old when 

8 ~eBbyterlBD min1s ter came t 

Tj mea de tod JUly 

t he ~e, •. 
29 , 

Tim . T. Price 
o our h O~e on Ue er 

GreeD Bank , and hi le mother 
prepar e d t he di nner 

CEee k above 

• .1. "as left 
In the livi ng ro om t o ke ep Company f or 

~he minister. Soon Mr. 
Pri ce p l aced h i s he lLd backr:a r d 

eyes and began to s ing ," 
ego l nst t he ~ell . closed bie 

" Saviorr more then life to me 

I am clinging, clinging cl~se to Thee; 

Let Tby precious blood applied, 

~eep me , ever near Thy slde~ 

He slI/elled a Ii tt l e on the chorus: 

. ---= 

~very dey, every hour . let me feel Thy cleansi 
ng power. 

May Thy tender love to me 

Bind me closer, closer Lord to Thee: • 

There was me l ody in the preachers voice and it "BS 81"eetly 

pens tra t lng o 

OTHER "Y1.llIS SU"t; BY THE IIHONEERS 

The Gospel Ship is Sailing B7 

Bear Ale Away an Your Sna"7 l'/inge 

I Wi ll Arise and go to Jesu8 

When I Can Read L!y ~'i tle Clear 

Jesus Laver of Uy Soul 

Rear My God to Thee 

Abi de iii th 148 
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S. Dilley -

to be deeply religiou •• eem. to hev. 

been One 01' the 
ch1B~ Characteri stics o~ the early S ' 

~Otch-lr1eh ~ho came to the county , and since the greater perCent o~ the 
in the coun ty Were these 

here were reli gious. Old 
.I. 1'lrst eettler 

SCotCh_IriSh, moet of the peoPle 

timers tell me that they ~oUld ride Be rer 8S ten miles to h 

c urch , find they never thought of 
miSSing a ~unday if it was at a ll POSsible to, ge t to church . 

I can remember when my parente thought 1t SOme _ 

What of a calamity to have to mi ss Sunday Schaal and church. 

There "ere no csre in thoee daye, but father ,"auld ~'alk 
through the fields taking ~1th h1e thoee of De old enough 

to wa lk the mi le, and mother tOOk the younger ch11dren and 

went horeebaCk. EVerYone else in the commun1 ty did tbe 

seme. No
W
;r940, tbey do not even bave a Sunday Scbool 1n tbis 

same Communi ty. 
~ 

-
!..,Joo,can remember wben there was famlly prayer. 

but I bavs not been present at one far at least twen ty years. 

Si nce I taugh t Schoo l for many years in different sect i on8 

Of the county and have bad a chance to know sOmething of the 

Ii'-e6 of tbe people, i tbink I am safe in sSying that the 

mOrning an devening worship. once cons idered so important, ~ almost if not entirely ~ 

<l°lllll tted~ fllom the 
' ' . 

peopl e tOday. Thougb most fami lies still ask the blesstas 
on their meals. 

lives o;! the 

~ ?rom----History of Pocahontaa_ .... 

#= TOld to me bY--Ss11l 1)ton. Of 

Tom brut;!.;y of 

~" .II.y own comment 



'/ . r;eo t Vl r t;i nia ".r!· err ' T.,.ojt.c' 

J uan! ta b . JJ111cy 
1e s ea r c h rior ):e r . ...:..:::::.::.:..: 

Typist 
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